My Study/Research Objectives
In the MATESOL program, I wish to focus on the development of learning and support materials. Although Rwandan students learn English language from primary through secondary education, most of them remain unable to use this language at the end of their secondary education for two main reasons. Firstly, our country is in shortage of qualified English language teachers. Secondly, the learning materials used in our schools still lack the aspect of interactivity and at the secondary and higher learning levels, there are no materials designed for learners in the Rwandan context as well as their future work context. Extensive work in the development of English language learning and support materials will provide me with skills in designing interactive materials that might respond to our learners’ needs.
The benefits of this study will fall to students of all Rwandan institutions of higher learning more specifically Kigali Health Institute. In our institution as well as others, we need skills in designing high quality English language study and support materials. Development of learning and support materials becomes increasingly significant not least because in the new national policy on language teaching in higher education, the National Council for Higher Education (2007, p. 4-5) encourages students who will not have achieved the advanced level of language proficiency by the end of their first year to do so through independent learning. Well designed learning and support materials might considerably help learners achieve the required level. In order to be beneficial to students of other institutions of higher learning in Rwanda, the learned skills will be shared to language teachers of those institutions through a consortium of language centers and schools operating in different institutions we are planning to start. Therefore, my study will be of benefit to Kigali Health Institute and other institutions of higher learning in Rwanda through sharing experience and skills with other teachers.
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