FLAN 613 Mini-lesson: Medical English
Bernard Nkyuyubwatsi and Diane Griffin

June 7, 2010
Learner Characteristics: Advanced EFL undergraduate adult students, ages 20-35, who are native speakers of Kinyarwanda. All are studying for careers in the medical field.
Objectives: 
1. Students will access the Hospital English website and use it to gather information and correctly answer questions about asthma.
2. Students will complete a worksheet on asthma while listening to information presented in an auditory format.

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to listen to an aural passage and take notes with 80% accuracy.

Rationale: Students entering the medical field and wishing to work with English-speakers will need to learn a host of medical terminology as well as respond to patient symptoms and physical complaints. Patients will not generally write down their concerns but will explain them verbally. Medical personnel will need excellent auditory English skills in order to understand what patients are saying. This website offers an explanation of symptoms, features causes and risk factors of asthma (and other diseases and conditions) presented verbally and in writing. The presentation of the same information several times helps students grasp the information. The use of scaffolding (aural/visual first, aural only second with a worksheet, group work followed by pair and individual work) helps the students develop their listening skills gradually. The worksheet helps students process and retain what they are hearing and assists them in the development of note-taking skills. The online multiple choice test provides immediate feedback and provides an evaluation of how well students have absorbed the material.

Method:
1. Students will access and receive a teacher-led instruction/orientation to the website.
2. Students will listen to an aural text about asthma while reading a written transcript of the passage.

3. Teacher will lead the class in completion of a fill-in-the-blank activity of the passage used in #2 above.

4. Students will work in pairs to complete a teacher-made worksheet while listening to the passage without a written transcript.

5. Students will individually access and complete a multiple-choice test on the same passage with at least 80% accuracy.
Media: One computer per student, Worksheet, Audio Files, Interactive Website with visual and aural annotations.
Technology Web Site: www.hospitalenglish.com 
